2024-2025 BSP#17 Group Time Discussion

(A) BEZEZMNZERAVEE Questions for Studying and Understanding (15 minutes)
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“Blessed are those who have been called to the wedding feast of the Lamb."
(19:9) Where in the Mass liturgy does the Church use this scriptural verse? Please
specify the exact words of the Mass.
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(21:23) -
How do we reconcile the Jesus of the Gospels, who is loving and merciful, with
the Jesus of Revelation 19:11-21, whoisa “rider” who “judges and wages war
in righteousness” (19:11)?

a. The difference between the two images of Jesus discredits the Book of
Revelation. It 1s probably not divinely inspired.

b. The difference 1s due to different literary genres being used to tell us
about Jesus. The 4 Gospels are ancient biographies. Revelation uses
the genre of apocalyptic prophecy that presents Jesus symbolically
through images and visions.

c. Jesus' missions in his first and second comings are not the same -
salvation in first; judgement and punishment in second.

d. The Gospels present more than just Jesus’ soft and merciful side, they
also reveal his severity toward the proud who refuse to repent, toward
the rich who hoard their resources, and toward those who refuse to
forgive.
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e. Revelation also shows Jesus™  soft side: the Lamb who was slain, the
one “who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood”
(1:5), the shepherd who leads the thirsty to springs of living water, the
Bridegroom of the Church, the lamp of the new Jerusalem (21:23).

(B) Az BAIFEFIAYREH - Reflection and application question (10 minutes)
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In biblical tradition, marriage reflects the intimate relationship between God and the Church.
Catechism 1617: " The entire Christian life bears the mark of the spousal love of Christ and
the Church.” The whole Bible also begins and ends with marriage. The book of Revelation
talks about the horrifying end of the world. The climax of its revelation turns out to be the
sweet and eternal union of the Messiah, the Lamb, and his bride, the Church. Clearly, in
God’s teachings, marriage has a sacred and sublime meaning. Considering that, do you think
it's unreasonable for the church to take the position of upholding the true meaning of marriage
and requiring church members to live out their vocation of marriage properly? Why?



